JUNTOS NEWSLETTER – February 2019
The fabulous four and more
First some background. The earthquake in September 2017 damaged a very large
number of houses in Cuernavaca including some the readers of this Newsletter may
know, like the Cortés Palace. The Salvation Army shelter that housed some forty
children also suffered damage and upon inspection was deemed unfit for habitation.
Thus, the children had to be moved and all the younger children were sent to various
other shelters in the city. But the Captain, the Salvation Army always has military titles
for their staff, remained on the premises. And with her stayed several young people
whose school was just around the corner. The Captain felt the area of the building she
was using was safe and that the four youngsters were better off with her. Like all
Salvation Army sites, there is a second hand store at the front of the building entirely
stocked with donations from local people who drop off unneeded goods. The store, such
as others like it around the world, provides funds to run the Salvation Army programs.
Staff is needed to run the stores and the four young people were there to help in return
for room and board.
Dulce and Magda, pictured below, are in their last semester of high school (prepa), Polo
is at university, and Boque is a junior in high school. They all attend the same school,
have full scholarships and high marks. Magda wants to study medicine next year and
Dulce, business administration. Polo is already studying business administration and
Boque is not sure he knows what to choose.

What triggered the disagreements between the Captain and the four is not clear, but
Dulce moved out last summer and the three others did the same in early November. As
in most countries, eighteen is the year a person reaches adulthood and is free to make
their own decisions. Luckily for them, three are eighteen and one is nineteen, so all
could leave the shelter without legal consequences. They bunked at Boque’s mother’s

house but obviously four extra people put a great deal of strain on a meager budget and
a restricted space.
Enter the JUNTOS volunteers who called them the Fabulous Four from the very
beginning. For us, and for them, education was paramount. Our main goal is to keep
these four young people in school, for it is only with an education that they will get
ahead. To that end a series of steps have fallen into place. First, we urged them to find
a place of their own which they did quite quickly in January. Serendipity sent us a
woman who was selling her apartment and who donated a very large number of
household items. Second, we persuaded them that it was essential to get all their
papers in order. Mexico, like many European countries, has a national identity card,
INE, and the four jumped through all the hoops and battled bureaucracy to obtain them.
We then introduced them to another shelter, Ministerios de Amor, where we knew they
could be of assistance and made all the necessary connections.
Their schedule is now tight and their weeks are busy. They attend school from 8 until 2
or 3, then go to Ministerios for three hours. Their role is to coach the children, help with
homework and generally lend a hand. They’ve already made a difference as role
models and with an innovative and interactive reading program. They are being paid by
JUNTOS for their Monday to Friday work. It is obviously working out for Ministerios has
asked them to come in on Saturdays as well and is paying them with a food basket
twice a month. They are still working on furnishing the apartment, but it is coming along.

To say the Fabulous Four are over the moon
is to put it mildly. Let us hope their dreams
come true and they will complete their
studies.
Ministerios de Amor has also benefited from
another JUNTOS initiative. Their small
computer room had several computers but
these were old donations that worked poorly.
The internet service was intermittent and in
general, it was not functioning properly. Enter
Oscar and Sergio, two of our teachers. They
requested that Ministerios remove all the old equipment and they have installed 10 new
computers and have the internet up and running.

The computer room at Ministerios
Without your help none of this would be
possible. Thank you.

Our JUNTOS website:
http://juntos-together.ca/donate/

