JUNTOS Newsletter May 2019 brings exciting news

Computing and Robotic Olympics
Pictured at left are Matias Romero Estrada and Cristóbal Serrano Bahena.
Both qualified to compete in the state computing and robotics Olympics. They
were selected after two exams testing their abilities to solve problems and
riddles. The first exam was performed on line with JUNTOS in the first week of
April. Those with the highest scores in the state were chosen to go to a test
centre. The exam results placed ten-year-old Matias 4th in the primary school
section and Cristobal, aged fourteen, 11th in the middle school section. Being
the only children selected who do not attend private schools JUNTOS provided
them with cool shirts with the Mexican JUNTOS logo.
Matias is the son of our lead teacher, Lilia. He has been accompanying his
mother and attending the JUNTOS projects pretty well 5 days a week since his
birth. We have written about Cristóbal before. He is an outstanding student.
Cristóbal started with JUNTOS when he was 8 years old and at age 12 he
became our youngest scholarship recipient. He was given a computer and
started working for Juntos as an assistant tutor.
Matias and Cristóbal are now attending a two-month government sponsored
training camp Saturday mornings from 8:00 am to 2:00 pm. Lilia accompanies
the two boys and says they are very motivated and at the same time slightly
nervous. The camp ends in June with an awards ceremony. The best
contestants will be selected to attend the national Olympics taking place in
Mexico City in May 2020. Selected or not they will have learned important
problem-solving skills and three new programming languages. They are great
role models and will be able to share their new knowledge with the other
JUNTOS participants.

Next Step – University Entrance Exams – Polo, Magda and Dulce
We talked about the fabulous
four in our last newsletter.
Four young adults who left the
Salvation Army shelter, share
their first apartment, study
and work for JUNTOS tutoring
special children. Three of the
four, pictured at left, are ready
to go to university. The fourth
has one more year of high
school. They have applied to
study at the Autonomous State
University of Morelos (UAEM).
The entrance exams take place
on the 1st and 2nd of June. The
results are out on the 24th of
June. The government
universities are free, are good but are very selective. They are studying for the entrance exams now. Alicia de la
Macorra, a Mexican volunteer, is helping them. They say they are not nervous as they will be well prepared.

AWARDS CEREMONY

Each year in each location JUNTOS gives out certificates of recognition for work well done. The ceremony above and
below took place in March in a home run by the state family services. Public school teachers teach in the facility. The
children never leave the home. There is a lot of security and the guards are police officers. There is no freedom of
movement. We were admitted through the front gate after leaving our ID with the police guard and then accompanied
to the classrooms which are in a fenced in area with an other guard sitting at the entrance. Although the government
has built new dormitories and new classrooms their budget did not include computers. The adolescent children, and
their public-school teachers are excited to have the opportunity to learn and work with the JUNTOS computers and
tutors. It is an opportunity to learn computer skills, improve math skills and work on school projects.

The adolescents were happy to receive their certificates. They thanked JUNTOS for bringing the computers and the
tutors and several said it was the first time they have received recognition for their work.

Al Abrigo de Dios

At the beginning of April, we introduced our program to Al Abrigo de
Dios – God’s shelter. This is a privately funded home for orphaned or
abandoned children in a community called 3 de Mayo. This community
is not far from Cuernavaca. Currently twenty-two children live in the
home. The woman in charge is sister Jazmin de Lerma. Some of the
funding comes from The Netherlands. Other support comes from local
Dutch expats. Now we are adding a Canadian touch.

We are excited to work with these children.

Very curious and very young students.

We want to thank you, our volunteers and our donors. Without you none of this would be possible.
www.juntos-together.ca/donate/

