JUNTOS NEWSLETTER – November 2019
We have much to report.
Computers and programming
Last spring the two students in the picture, Mati, on the left and Cristóbal, on the right,
participated in the Morelos state-wide computer competition. We are proud to report that
they did brilliantly. Mati came first and won a gold medal at the primary school level.
Cristóbal placed sixth at the secondary level (middle school in Canada) and received a
silver medal. Their success is a great achievement and incentive for the others to work
on math and develop programming skills.
To paraphrase a Steve Jobs quote:
“Everybody should learn to program
because it teaches you how to think”.

Here Mati and Cristóbal
and Mexico Canada
Aprendiendo Juntos
Head Teacher, Lilia
Estrada, are being
recognized for their
efforts. JUNTOS must
be commended for not
only organizing the
weekly Saturday
transportation but also
for staying with the
boys and encouraging
them throughout. When
their nerves almost
overwhelmed them the team was there to guide them. In addition, Mati, the younger
1

boy, has been invited to participate in the National Computing and Robotics Olympics in
Mexico City in May 2020. He comes by this naturally since Lilia, the Head Teacher, is his
mother.

Although last spring we only had two participants go forward, below is the picture of the
second contingent of qualifiers. In September they began training for the state
Programming and Robotic Olympics. For an eight-week period, every Saturday, they
attend classes with children from many other schools. It is important to note that the
great majority of the participants come from private schools and belong to a much
higher socioeconomic class. We hope that these skills will prepare the JUNTOS
contingent for a better future.

Note the tee shirts!
We provided great
tees. The classy
red ones on the
previous page only
have the shield and
the blue ones to the
left have the logo.

This is Fatima Daysi Borja, 10 years old. Our first
female contestant. Fatima comes to our projects
several time a week to practice her math skills
using Khan Academy.

She is serious and motivated and currently in 7th
place in the primary school section of the state
competition. What an achievement!! Two
Saturdays to go.
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Proud high school graduates
First some
identification. The
young women we
support are
Magda, second
from the left (big
smile) and Dulce
at the far right
(also big smile).
In this picture
from last
summer, you can
see how proud
they are. They
are all decked in
gowns and
mortar boards for their high school graduation.
It is obvious from the picture, that this is a very big deal. Only 24% of Mexican students
complete their high school degrees. These young women deserve a lot of credit since
all them have lived in shelters for most of their young lives. Nevertheless, their
schooling has been patchy and incomplete and their dreams of attending university
have been placed on hold for the moment. Sadly, they did not pass the entrance exams
for the local state university.
Another big learning experience for Magda and Dulce has been living on their own.
They share a two-bedroom apartment with three male fellow students. It has been a
steep learning curve to manage their finances, apportion their time and manage
independently. Because of their sheltered background and lack of parenting, it has
taken them some time to adjust. At present they are continuing their studies on
Saturdays at a local college and working part time for JUNTOS! in a home for
abandoned children. All of the fabulous 5, as we call them, bring their special skills.
Dulce choreographed a dance for 4and 5 year olds dressed as bumble bees and blue
birds for an event in Cuernavaca. It was so good and heart warming that Dulce and the
children were invited to Mexico City to perform at a fund-raising event. Other activities
carried out by the group with the children include chess competitions, other board
games, math and word games, soccer, art and architectural projects and last but not
least help with their homework.
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Chuy, another young woman we support, another high school graduate

We are very proud of
Chuy. Upon leaving the
state shelter at age
eighteen, she reconnected
with her mother and
sisters. She has lived with
her older sister, her
sister’s child and husband
for the last year and it has
been very difficult at times.
Having been placed in a
shelter by her mother at
age six or seven, she has
a lot of issues to resolve.
But she is not only
gorgeous, she is very
strong and goal oriented.
During the last two
academic years, Chuy
worked full time as a
cashier while pursuing her
high school studies every
Saturday. She
successfully completed
her high school degree this summer and has begun university studies. And her effort did
not go unnoticed. The administrators of her school and where she is now studying
management, offered her an office job. Chuy accepted with great pleasure because she
believes it will allow her to meet many people in the business community.
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Last but not least, Leonardo Da Vinci
To commemorate the 500th anniversary of Leonardo’s death, thirty of his inventions
were built and put on display in Cuernavaca. Alicia, a local JUNTOS volunteer, took the
children you see in the photograph below to the exhibit. Very much in keeping with the
educational goals of our organization, Alicia asked each one of them to write a report of
their visit. In addition to the inventions, the children saw Leonardo’s drawings and
photographs of his works of art and profited greatly from the experience.

None of this would be possible without our directors, volunteers and donors.
Thank you so much.

www.juntos-together.ca
learning together to create a brighter future
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