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Meet one of our students, ten-year-old Fátima.
Fátima was one of our medal winners at last month´s
programming competition. An avid math student, she is
the youngest of three sisters. All of them have names
starting with the letter F and all have the same initials.
Feli Diane is 16, Frida Denise is 14 and Fátima Dayse is
10. The two older girls were born in the United States
and Fátima was born in Mexico. Their father, David,
worked in California for twenty years but came back to
Cuernavaca when his parents became ill. Like so many
Mexicans he went back and forth across the border and
worked as a chef in a German restaurant. In fact, he
offered to cook German dishes for us. Both parents were
thankful for the opportunity their daughter has to excel in
problem solving and programming. They say she is very
motivated.
In addition to her love for math, Fátima likes to dance,sing and record videos of herself
and her friends. We wish her luck in getting to the national competitions in the spring.

Fátima and her father, David, among students and teachers at the El Edén site.

El Edén – a new site.

We are delighted to report a move from an underused site, Abrigo de Dios, to a
lovely spacious community center. The new site, El Edén, is a large, multi-purpose
space with a curved roof that protects the area from both inclement weather and
excessive sunshine. It was wonderful to see the large number of children and adults
learning here.
To date the Internet connection has not yet been installed but JUNTOS is using
RACHEL – a portable server which provides many educational web sites like Khan
Academy and Wikipedia – all in Spanish. RACHEL has been a great resource at
other sites when the Internet fails or is weak.

Sebastián
The young man on the left, Sebastián, has grown up
with JUNTOS. His aunt is lead teacher, Lilia Estrada.
Because he has been attending the computer classes
since his early childhood, he has learned many
programs and he is now very proud to have become
an assistant.
Now sixteen, Sebastián is a second-year student at
one of the best public schools in Cuernavaca. The
entrance exam is rigorous and he was not only
fortunate to get in but to be chosen to attend the
morning sessions. Most public schools in Mexico
have both a morning and an afternoon session. His
classes begin at 7AM so in order to get there in time,
(it is literally across the city from where he lives), he
gets up at 5AM. He says he does not mind because
when he gets home, at around 3 in the afternoon, he
still has time for himself. He is an assistant two days
a week and the money he earns goes either to his
tuition, bus fare or to help his parents.
Sebastián hopes to become a chemical engineer, like one of his uncles. In fact, he was
so interested in his uncle´s lab that he begged to go and his uncle got special
permission for him to visit.
At the Lomas de Jiutepec site, directly across the street from Sebastian´s home, the
electricity bill remained unpaid for many months because of the irresponsibility of the
local borough mayor. The first month that the bill was unpaid, the site still had electricity
but of course this did not last. Several months ago, the electricity was turned off. Yet we
are very fortunate! A next-door neighbour, who values our program, offered to let us use
her electricity. Now, when our sessions are in progress, JUNTOS installs a large
extension cord to the generous neighbour’s house and our program has both electricity
and Internet.

Sebastián stands at top left corner and his aunt, Lilia Estrada, at the far right. Claudia,
Will and Eva are at the top of the stairs.
Please note the variety of ages of the students that attend. And, of course, their smiles.

None of this would be possible without the help of our board of
directors, our volunteers and our donors. Thank you so much.
Donations can be made with a credit card via Canada Helps:
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/JUNTOS-LearningTogether/

We wish you a happy and healthy New Year.
www.juntos-together.ca

Learning together to create a brighter future

