JUNTOS NEWSLETTER – February 2020

Sergio Antúnez, student, teacher, graduate
Sergio has been with JUNTOS for over ten years, first as a student, then as a helper
and finally as a teacher.
JUNTOS congratulates Sergio on completing his university studies. He did so while
working at JUNTOS. He has obtained a Licenciatura en Informática, a Bachelor of
Science in Computer Science.
Here is what Sergio says about working with JUNTOS.
“Well, I'm 24 years old and I started working with you since I was 18, that's six and a
half years working proudly in the association, and grateful for the opportunities they
have given me. Thank you very much, with all my heart!”

Here is what Lilia Estrada, lead teacher, says about Sergio.
“We have known Sergio since he was 10 years old. He was with us in class at the
Primero de Mayo site almost since we started. There he helped us when we left a
computer to support the kids, even if we weren't present. Because of his frequent
attendance over a long period of time, he was one of the first beneficiaries of a
computer. In addition, he was one of three brothers who attended the courses. When he
entered high-school he only attended from time to time and received support from Oscar
for his computer maintenance classes. When he finished a year later, he started to
support us as a worker. It must be around six years ago.”

Sergio is standing directly behind the blond woman.

There were many well-wishers at the
graduation ceremony and we are sharing
some pictures from the event.
Sergio with his daughter Allison Michelle, born
February 26th, 2019.

Sergio with his parents, sister, wife
and child.

VíCTOR
Yes, this is a sewing machine and not
a computer! Víctor needed a sewing
machine because he is studying to
become a tailor and designer. The
machine was graciously donated by
Terry Elizondo, a Cuernavaca
resident.

Víctor has not been able to live with
his mother and has been in care
since he was six years old. He has
been separated from his siblings, one
older, the other younger, for most of
his life. Shuffled back and forth, he
sometimes lived at the Salvation
Army in Mexico City and at their
facilities in other Mexican cities. For
several years, he also lived with an older couple in Tlaxcala, near Puebla.
There he started working in a textile factory at a young age and that is why
he is already so adept with the sewing machine. In addition, he is a very
talented artist.
Víctor is one of the young people that JUNTOS is helping with lodging, work
and scholarships. He shares a small apartment with four others, goes to a
fashion and design school and, in the afternoons, works. Now, that he and
his brother Polo, are living together, they are forging new bonds. They all
work at Ministerios de Amor, one of the sheltered homes where JUNTOS
gives computer classes. This charity has well over 100 children, housed in
four different buildings, divided by age groups. The buildings are all in the
same neighborhood and extra staff is a great bonus. Victor and the others,
teach, play, clean up and do any and every task required.
All over the world, children that are placed in foster care remain there only
until they are 18. At that age they are considered adults and the state is no
longer responsible for them. It is a period of great difficulty since they need
guidance, care and money to take care of themselves. Often these young
people lack necessary life skills.

The young people JUNTOS is helping all lived at the Salvation Army but
because the 2018 earthquake made the building unsafe, nobody was
allowed to stay in the building.
In the picture, Terry Elizondo is explaining some details to Víctor.

Víctor showing
one of his skirts.

We hope that his dream to design clothes and sew beautiful garments will come true.

None of this would be possible without the help of our board of
directors, our volunteers and our donors. Thank you so much.

Donations can be made with a credit card via Canada Helps:
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/JUNTOS-LearningTogether/

We wish you health and happiness, and love, peace and justice for all

www.juntos-together.ca learning together to create a brighter future

